Recovery from opioid receptor alkylation: social conflict analgesia and brain [3H]etorphine binding in beta-chlornaltrexamine-treated mice.
The effects of beta-chlornaltrexamine (CNA, 5 mg/kg s.c.) on social conflict analgesia and brain opioid binding were investigated in mice at different times after the administration of the alkylating antagonist. The specific binding of [3H]etorphine to high-affinity binding sites and the stress-induced analgesia of attacked mice (50 bites) were prevented for 6 h after CNA administration. Stress-mediated inhibition of pain fully recovered within 3 days after CNA treatment. Brain opioid binding was still reduced to 45% at this time and reached control values 9 days after treatment.